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Home | New-build

Of course, Vicky needed planning permission before she could go ahead.
You have to be registered in France, so [ made the application through a
French architect friend, says Vicky. "They have a regional equivalent of CABE
Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment) so first I took the
plans to their representative! She liked it, but the local Mayor didn't. ‘Tt didn't
fulfil his notions of local building, and he wanted tiled roofs rather than
a green roof. Fortunately, the DDE - Direction Départementale de
'Equipement — overruled the Mayor and Vicky gained planning
permission in April 2006, nine months after her first application.

Vicky chose a contractor who lived half an hour’s drive away. ‘He said he
could start in July, but started in November and finished last year’ Still, it
went well. Most French people are amazed it happened so quickly, The build
cost €280,000 - luckily, Vicky snuck in before sterling really dropped - and
she is confident that it was much cheaper than it would have been in the UK.
The stone storey turned out to be one of the most expensive aspects. Although
the stone is everywhere, it was a big cost at about €30,000; says Vicky. She
fitted metal shutters to the lower level and the front door; something that
refers to the functional doors on the farm buildings of the south of France.

As she wanted the house to be as sustainable as possible, Vicky installed
various capturing devices. “There are two storage tanks for water, to flush the
toilets and irrigate the garden and green roof; she says, and the solar thermal
panels on the roof go down to a collector to fire the hot water and potentially
also the underfloor heating (which she augments with an efficient woodburning
stove). The heating isn't actually needed too much: ‘It's very well insulated
and the solar control is done via the shutters. The oak-framed windows,

right Vicky designed the house to make the most of the views, bringing the living space
utside with the use of glazed folding doors and expansive terraces

MONEY MATTERS

A CONTEMPORARY NEW-BUILD USING LOCAL MATERIALS 7
AND SUSTAINABLE TECHNOLOGIES = ! ST

GROUNDWORKS €22,000 (£14,960)

FOUNDATIONS, TERRACES, FLOOR SLAB €30,000 (£20400)

STONEWORK €30,000 (£20400)

WATER STORAGE TANK AND PUMP €2,000 (£1,360)

MAIN TIMBER STRUCTURE €23,000 (£15,640)

METALWORK €3,000(£2,040)

GLAZING AND ROOFLIGHT €13,000 (£8,840)

SLIDING FOLDING DOOR AND LIGHTS OVER €10,000 (£6,800)

FIREPLACE INC. FLUE €3,000(£2,040)

SHUTTERS AND LOCKS €6,000 (£4,080)

INTERNAL WALLS €12,000 (£8/160)

ROOF COVERING €15,000 (£10,200)

JOINERY (INCLUDING OAK STAIRCASE) €10,000 (£6,800)

POLISHED SCREED FLOORING €10,000 (£6,800)

PLUMBING (INCLUDING SANITARYWARE) €13,000 (£8,840)

ELECTRICS AND UNDERFLOOR HEATING €10,000 (£6,800)

APPLIANCES €3,000 (£2,040) -

SOLAR PANELS €6,000 (£4,080) R i Lt
FINISHES AND IRONMONGERY €2,000 (£1,360) T]\IELINE

KITCHEN INC. ALL JOINERY €5,000(3400) T ——————— -
— = = EARLY 2005 JULY 2005 APRIL 2006 NOVEMBER 2006
TOTAL BUILD COST €280,000 (£190,400) Site acquired Planning Planning received Contractors start

ERSION RATE AVERAGE FOR 2007 €1=£068 submitted on site
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made by a local craftsman, are designed specifically to accentuate the views,
to the extent that the reveals of the lower level windows have been
chamfered to - as Vicky puts it - ‘scoop the view into the frame!

Inside, the mood is functional but warm, and one notable aspect is that
Petit Bayle is what Vicky calls a finish-free zone. 'Nothing is painted. I've
minimised the maintenance by using self-finished materials. For example,
the walls upstairs are made of OSB - oriented strand board - a material
usually used for hoardings. Do people think it seems unfinished? No one
has complained vet, she says. Tt suits the character of the house: The floor
throughout is polished screed, and the joinery is in phenolic (resin-covered)
plv: again, ‘self-finished’ in a purple-brown colour.

One might assume this was about the Modernist idea of expressing
materials, but as Vicky says, it was mainly due to her intention to have a
place that would be low-maintenance, low-carbon and without unnecessary

visual intrusion. "You often see white spaces full of timber furniture; she adds.

“This is an inversion of that idea: the furniture is white and the walls are
darker! The only exceptions are in the bedroom, where the OSB is painted
white for calmness’ sake; and on the doors, painted a strong yellow
throughout. Elsewhere, the interior tries not to upstage the views. The
lighting is concealed in wall voids or is in standard lamps, and Vicky has
tried to keep the furniture to a minimum.

Petit Bayle is not yet complete: one day. Vicky will install a ground source
heat pump. There’s already a place for it, just as there’s a site for a natural
swimming pool, and an orchard. And Vicky also plans to put a kiln in the
house - as well as being an architect, Vicky is also a potter - some of her
work can be seen on the shelves. Meanwhile, she's content just to sit in her
living room and enjoy her tremendous gallery of views. %

Petit Bayle is available for holiday lets at themodernhouse.net
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above The textured finish of the oriented strand board contrasts with the sleek minimal
bathroom below Much of the lighting is concealed in wall recesses - a great way to save
space and avoid interfering with the uncluttered look






